Overview of geriatric emergencies.
The elderly, aged 65 or older, are more susceptible to illness or injury due to environmental factors, physiologic deterioration and co-morbid disease. Prompt referral of patients with acute decompensation to the Emergency Department promotes resuscitation, rapid evaluation and interventions where appropriate, to improve outcomes. Common life- or limb-threatening situations are reviewed as well as co-morbidities and social issues that may complicate decision making.